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you'd leave Glastonbury and try and find something of ... of
the same kind . . . whatever it is ... that you do ... some-
where round here."
She smiled a broad, amused smile, showing all her strong
white teeth.
"How funny!" she murmured. "Why, my dearest, I can't do
anything! You don't seem to realize that I've only been on my
own for a couple of years; and before that I did nothing at all
but look after Mother."
"Where did you live?"
"In Thorpe, near Norwich. Mother's buried in Thorpe. She
couldn't leave me anything because she lived on her pension."
Mary's eyes opened very wide as she spoke of her mother. No
tears came into them. They just opened very wide, with a curious,
self-conscious movement of the facial muscles.
"It was Philip of course who got me the place," she went on.
"Miss Drew is some sort of a connection of Tilly's." She leaned
forward now, and stretching out her hand caught hold of his
foot. "John, my dear John," she said with extreme and childish
gravity, "will you really walk all the way to Glastonbury?"
"I shall start very early tomorrow," he replied, "and I expect
I'll see you again in ten days. I suppose it will be all right to send
you a postcard when I get there? I shall anyway have a penny left
to buy that with."
Mary jumped to her feet, and gave her skirts a vigorous shake.
His question restored to her with a healthy rush her abrupt
woman-of-action quality.
"Yes," she said, "send me a card. Miss Drew, the Abbey House,
is the address. You won't forget that? You can think of the Ruins
for the Abbey part, and you can think of 'screw' for the rest.
'You,' 'screw,' Drewl" and she laughed uneasily.
John slowly pulled up his legs and got upon his feet. The
hard, cautious, furtive look of a tramp was upon his face now.
"Will ... you ... really ... be able ... to help me ...
keep body and soul together . . . when I get there?" And then
shooting at her a completely impersonal look, as if she were a
housemaid hiring him to chop wood, "How often does she pay
you?" he asked.